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USEFUL REFERENCES

DICTIONARIES

Oxford English Dictionary, Oxford University Press.
This, also known as the OED, is CERN’s reference for spelling. It is available online at CERN.
http://dictionary.oed.com

Oxford Dictionary for Writers and Editors, R. Ritter (ed.), Oxford University Press, 2000.
This—short—dictionary provides guidance on spelling difficulties, including names of people and
places, foreign words, abbreviations, and on punctuation and capitalization, etc. It is CERN’s
reference when in doubt.

McGraw-Hill Dictionary of Scientific and Technical Terms, 6th ed., McGraw-Hill, 2002.

Webster's Third New International Dictionary, Merriam-Webster, 2002. 
See also http://www.m-w.com . Please note that all spellings here are American—when in doubt,
check the OED.

Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English, Pearson ESL, 2003.
See also http://www.longmanwebdict.com/ . This is a good single-volume dictionary with usage
notes.

STYLE AND LANGUAGE MANUALS

American Institute of Physics, AIP Style Manual. 4th ed., 1997.
http://www.aip.org/pubservs/style/4thed/toc.html .

K. Friedman (ed.), Reviews of Modern Physics Style Guide, 4th ed., 2001.
http://rmp.aps.org/info/manprep.htm . This has a useful section for non-native writers of English.

E. Swanson et al., Mathematics into Type, American Mathematical Society, 1999.

Thomas L. Warren, Words into Type, Prentice Hall, 1999. 
This covers the fine points of grammar, usage, style, and document production methods .

J. Butcher, Copy-editing, 3rd ed., Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1992.

M. O’Connor, How to Copyedit Scientific Books and Journals, ISI Press, Philadelphia, PA, 1986.
You may find this in libraries, but the work is now out of print.

Chicago Manual of Style, 15th ed., University of Chicago Press, Chicago, IL, 2003.

M. Benson, E. Benson and R.F. Ilson, The BBI Combinatory Dictionary of English: A Guide to
Word Combinations, John Benjamins Publishing Co., Amsterdam, 1997.
This work tells you which words go together in English and which do not.

E. Gowers, The Complete Plain Words, Penguin Books, London, 1987.

H.W. Fowler and R.W. Burchfield, The New Fowler’s Modern English Usage, 3rd ed., Oxford
University Press, 2004
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